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MINTER¥AL BEvEXTE I'he reeeipta from this
rOUT to-day were Q20 400 a5, .

Errong his pecer tdeparture for lang Reanch
the Pre 4 1th e
the rules of the elri) eorries,

Cary. Acraep E. Bares, of tha 21 cavalry,
Faa been relievod from duty at the | <. mil-
tary & alemy, to take efficet Sept. 1st, anl wil
ioin his proper stntion

Vice Presroext WiLsox in a private let'er
fon persanal [ end in this city, anderdatoof the
5th inst., savs he s improvine, and that ho w
be here and resnme his official duties 1t the
coming scspton of Congress

Navar O
Latta, has beon
ber Mth next S (OTe
MeFiwell has
il placed on

Cart Vour.—The Garman minister has heeon
o ally mformed of the grounds of tha conela

of vur governn 1 the Vogt chae; and
her t at the ratwon of A cergain time
1 Le dischar m custody.

o~ - ’

A “FINATION oF A U2 S. DEPTTY MAR
Attorney Gemeral to-day recoived
the owing dispatch from G. W. Wells, 7. 8.
attorney at Holly Sprfngs, Miss.: —“R. T. Dann,
e \.n.h United Stares marshal, vas asassinsted
n his reom at Corinth last night.™

ME. SEvEiILON A, Brows, who has heen ap-
pointed by Secretary Fish chief clark of the
State departmen®, vice R, S. Chew, deceasad,
was first appointad a clerk In the departm nt
by Secretary Scwird, aud I= quite a young
mar.

Taz Viexya Cowvission Scanpar.—The
fall report of the
Abuses of the U nite
enna Faxposition has
conclusions are not o
Buren and his confls
Mayer, and some of tl

& i he

special commission on the
States branch of the Vi-

. :.“ : 's"-"- 'T' T
ientary to Gen. Van
*tant, (iencral
inates,

ir anbhoard

THE PROGRAMME of the open air concert In
the President’s groun s, by the Marine [ 1
Frof. Fries, leader 3 follows. —1. ¢ k
March, Piefke. 2. Jverture Taneradi

intr. and Walrz 'l'v.:'..-.l .

Belections from Fanst, Gounad. 5 aehottl he,
Sory. € Potpoursi, from Grand Duchess, O1-
fer bach.

Frernree €. M. Ix 1GATIONS.—The Fort
Dodge (lown) Wersengrrsaves the eradit mab ter
reveiations of [ast winter are to be sapale-

mented during the coming Congress wi-lh i
. eries in norther ard i - N

nitinle evervthing that }

Wilson sb 2 hunting @ ing r'l‘!'-'Il 14
which 1o se: his shary committ e as

vpening of e scéswn shiall bring it
t P.l"}:".’

PDRAT® o Ges. WHITTELREY.— We an
Bource with paintul regret the death of (G-t
Henury M. Whittelsey, which occarrad last eve
ning at St. Elizabeth Hospital, wither he was
removed sor m s since for tréealm f
paralysis, e - bad a wide cirele of ad-
minng ard devoted friends wherever he was
known. and thongh hiz death was not unex-
pected its announcement will nevertheless ha g

rhock. His remains will he Interred at Ovawre 2o,

N. Y., his former piace of residence.

RETiReMENT OF REAR ADMIRALS.—Rear Ad-
miral Steadman, commanding the Sonth Pacife
fieet, will be placed on the retired list in Sap-
tember, and relieved from that command by
Hear Adlmiral John.J. Almy, who has alr ady
received the [‘rP‘F\?lfurf orders. In November
Rear Admiral m. Rogers Taylor, command-
ing the South Atlantic fleat, w‘.{i be retired and
ré.irved of his commamnl 'y Rear Admiral Jaa.
H. Strong. Rear Admiral Jenkins, command.-
ing the Asiatic fleet, will be retired in Decem-

ber, but his successor has not yet been desig-
nated.

TraE Srevey o THE TERRITORIRS.—Prol
F.V. Hayden's sixth annnal report of the Uaited
States geological survey of the territories, em-
bracing poriions of Montana, [daho, Wyoming
and Utah, being a report of progress of the ex-
plorations for 1-72, 1= about to be issaed from
the Governmert Printing ofice. It wili hea
volume of gver =K pages, illustrated hy 71 very
ereditable wood engravings, 12 lithogriphic
piates, and quite nnumber of very interesting
maps and disgrams. The work is divided into
four parts.

t inclades the report of Prof. Hay-
lie Gallatin, Yellowstone and Malisimn
the report of N. P. Langford, super-
1* of the Yellowstone park,on the re.
s of the Snake river valley: Protessor H.
C. Peale’s report on Colorado, Utah, the mud
volcanoes of the Yellowstone walley, and the
Geyser Lusins of the Fire hole and Madison
rivers, the geology of the ditteremt localities
explored by Mr. F. H. Bradley, and to the
agriculturists of this coantry, the very import-
ant report of Prof. Cyrus Tuomas on the physi-
cal geography aud agricultural resources of
M nnesola, Dakota and Nebraska.

Fart second contains special reporis om
Gieclogy and  Puleontology, by Professors
Lesquercux, Meek, Cope, Leidy and Thomase.
FProi. Cope’s report on the Extinet Vertebrata

=BIUTCr

of Wyoming, Frof. Leidy's report on the He-
mams of Primitive Art in the Bridger Basin of

hern Wyoming, and t
‘Fhomas on the Anclent Mo
*, we are sure, deligh
this conuntry and in Eur
they treat om subjects of

» report of Prof.
nd« of Pakota, will
« readers, both in
{---, for the reason that
Le greatest imaportauce
aud abroad.

il apecial reports on

soology and botany. Also, papers on ci'e
Tera, orthopters, edonata, and descriptio
new species of mallophaga. new parasitic

»orme fourd ip the braln and other pares of
Lirds, ar d new species of insects.

Part tourth s devoted to astronomy and
Lijsometry. Two new species of minerils,
My seven of fosstl plants, §Mv-one of fomsi!
i+ vertebrates, eight of fossi] reptiles, and eleven
of losell Eskew are desertbed

Taken altogether it is one of the most intop
eatil 3 reports Lhie government bhas ever Lsasd
rolating {0 the L we X 1

4 t <ol si, A
'

umdu vl tar
whose anthority the survey has

sted, and 0 Professor Hayden and
#rsistants lor the very able manner lu which
bave performed their ardaous labors

The Vienua Exposition.
SORRY “HOW POR THE ANZRICANS.

G he rollowing s an extract from a letter re-
ceivedd from & gentleman of thisa ety traveling
n Europe :—The Ameriean department of the
EXDibibiou 18 e most wretcled of fallures
The Japanese, Movrish amd Egyptians have
purpassed us irfioite’y. At eyery step in the
Eround o you coméd hereds  American Bar,
80 that the impres<ion must be left on foreigners
that the manafacture and consumption of vile
rum are the only characteristics of our country.
We passed four whole days at the exposition,
and yét saw about half of it. The ma'n build-
ing, although M0 feet long, with & dome /) feot
higher than St. Peter’s, is but a small part of it.
Even the Austrians have excelled us in the
school bhouse, which was intendd to amaze
them. ! am afrald our centennial will be g
SOrry coucern compared with thi.. It certainly
wilif it falls inty the hands of the same class
of men who have been appointed United States
commissioners to Vieunsa—Americans are re-
¢ mmended to keep clear of the whole crowd.
One remarkable feature in the Anstrian ex-
hibiticn is the great number of pavillons, which
are all separate und distinot exhibitions. The
manitary pavilion of the committee of the ¢ So-
ciele de secours aux blesses™ s shaumu{h for
one day’s hard work. It contains everything—
from a rof bullet foreeps to an ambalance
tran—that can pe thoupht of for the relief of
wounded men. Every countryis representad
except our own. The ¢ ¢ is not com-

ted, and the names of all articles bet

B German, | had hard work. It is doabtf
whether European nations will think it worth
while to send any contributions to Philadel
m;bm if they do, care shonld be taken to

| every article in i
o n‘uzh. clein French, German, [talian

Great Fire in Portland, Me.
Just before going w press we received a tele.
gram stating that a great fire is raging in Port-
land, Me., this afternoon.

Tae CHOLERA IN THE Wesr._Thers were
five new cholera cases in Ct attanooga yester-
day; three fatal. The cholera has rewppeared
in country near Memphis. There was one
u:.;l.uu of cholera at Terre Haute, [ud., yes-
terday. -
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TWO CENTS.

THE WAWASET
HORROR!

' FIFTY PERSONS BURNED TO

DEATH OR DROWNED!!

' THE TERRIBLE STORY OF THE

DISASTER!!

 SCENES AT THE POINT OF THE

TRAGEDY.

| DISTRESSING SCENES IN THIS

CITY ON THE ARRIVAL
OF THE BODIES.

Last night abont half past eleven o’clock
great excitement was produced by thereport
that the well-known Potomac steamer Wawasat
had been burned down the river, and that most
of the passengers on board had perished. As
the news flew from point to point in the city the
excitement increased, and many hastened to
the foot of Tth street to ascertain the pasticulars.
The report was snbsequently confirmed by an
Associated Fress dispatch from Fredericksburg
stating that the Wawaset took fire about 11
o'clock yesterday morning at Chatterson’s land-
ing, Prince George county, and was entirely
destroyed. The dispatch also stated that ““she
had about one hundred and fifty passengers on
besrd, and between forty and fifty lives are
lost. Six bodies were found up to 2 o’clock Vs
ternay afternoon—thred white ladies, one white
child, and two colored children. Miss Virgiuia
Marbury, of Glymont; Miss Bettie Saunders,
and a child from (grrioman are among the
dead. Othershave ng n recognized. Geo.
W. Cooke, of Warsaw, \\., is missing. Captain
Weod did not leave th(l-oat until forced ta do
50 by the flames. Thefire was first discovered
lu the engine room."™

At about midnight several of the surviving
passengers of the uafortunate Wawaset arrivod
in this city on the steamer Express, and from
them it was learned that she left Washkington
on Ler regular trip ‘o Cone river, and that all
was well until near ner arrival at Chatterton
landing. When aboat to land for [asseng-r=
lames were seen lssuing from the hold of the

exgel, and before anything conld be done to
extinguish them the entire steamer was con-
sumed, and nothing remained of her bat a
broken shaft amd smoke-stack to mark the place
wlhere she went down, about two hundred yards
fiom shore.

The mumber of passengers registered on
bowrd is estimated when she left Washington at
one haondred and ten, and she took on others
at various landings on the Potomac. The crew
numbered twelve. Out of this mumber prob-
ably fifty passengers and two members of the
créew pérished by water and fire.

Messre. Dummer and McGaiggan, emploves
at the Chronicle office, Mr. Maasey, Doc. Mo-
Kenna, barkeeper on the Wawaset, a son of
Mr. Wise, No.2' 4y street, Engineer Nash
and son, and Clerk Watson Wheeler were
among the saved. The survivors report the
scene as heart-rending in the extreme during
the burning of the vessel. The air was filled
with the piercing shrieks of women fand ehll-
dren, while strong men stood aghast at the
hopelessness ot their situation. Maost of those
who were lost met their deaths by water, leap.
ing mto the river as the flames became unen-
durable. Capt. John Wood, the commander of
the Wawaset, behaved with commendable cool-
ness throughout, and was the last to leave the
burning steamer.

The Wawaset took fire from some anknown
canse. As soon as she was discovered to be on
fire she was headed for the shore, and struck on
the Virginia side about two hundred yards from
the shore, the pilot remaining in the pllot-box
until completely enveloped by the flames.
There were many colored people on board, and
many ladies and children who were en route to
visit their friends at the different landings on
the river. There were two boats belonging to
the Wawaset, but in the excitement one of them
was pitched overboard and lost, agd of the life-
preservers with which the boat was provided
none seemed to have been secured in the panic
and excitement.

The burnivg steamer was discovered at a lit-
tle after 11 o'clock yesterday morning by the
steamer Express, Capt. Jas. T. Barker, who
was returning from Point Lockout to Washing-
ton, with a party of excursionists, composed of
the ““Painter’s Unien” and their friends. A
short time after, the steamer National, which
had gone to the r lief of the fated vessel, came
alongside with the rescued passengers from the
Wawasset.

The Wawasset was built at Wilmington in
1563, bought by the Potomac Ferry Companyin
164, and was brought to these waters, and ever
since has been making regular trips to Cone
river. She was insured in several companies
for #25,000. She was considered. the finest ex-
cursion boat ever placed npon the Potomac.

A Sorrowfal Baurden,

About 530 o'clock this morning the stern-
w heel bost ““National,” Captain Cregg, brogght
up ten bodies, five women and five chiidren;
four colored children and one white child, the
latter a little son of Joseph Reed, policeman;
M:is. Muse, whose bushand lives on the corner
0l 7th and G stre. (s sonthwest; Mre. Jalia Kel-
!y, an aunt of policeman Reed's who had been
visiting his family and was on her return to her
home at Currioman. Three of the white women
aud the four colored infants were not recog-
nized. On arriving at the whart

THE CROWD RUSHED AROUND THE BOAT,
but were kept back, while some wharf hands
brought them to the landing, and their bodies
were ranged side by side in the warchouse of
the ferry company. The features of the chil-
dren and some of the women presented a calm
and natural appearance, but in others there
were signs of pain. Most all were somewhat
bleody about the face, and on some were spots
resembling bruises. The bodies were laid o7
some planks in the warehouse and the police
guarded the door,

THREE BODIES WERE PICKED UP |/
At Chatterton and carried to Stewart’s wharf,
about one and & balf miles below, and the
National took them aboard at that wharf. These
were all that had been recovered at 930 last
night, the time the National left. Captain
Reed, from Police headquarters, arrived at the
wharf about Go'clock and at once recognized

the little son of Joseph Reed, his nephew;
also, his annt, Mrs. Kelly.

About this time Mr. J. W. Barker, under-
taker, came and took the bodies of the two last
pamed away in cases, to prepare them for
burial. The bodies of the adults were quige
rigid, but those of the chiidren were pliable, as
if just dead. -

About 6:30 o’clock Mr. Cobangh and his wife
came to the wharf, and recognized one of the
dead bodies of the women as

TAE SISTER OF HI8 WIPE AND HER NIRECR,
their names Mre. Cora Walker and Miss In-
diana Wills, whose family reside at the corner
of 5th and I streets.

The sobs and lamentations of Mrs. Cobaugh
could be heard for some distance, snd fGnally
she was persuaded by her Hhsbond to be led
away. About this time several ladies from

South Washington came in and recoguized the

body which Mre. Cobangh had just before
thought to be that of her sister as that of

MRS, PATTY BANDS,
of Westmoreland county, Va., who had been
visiting friends in this ecity.

Statement of ll:- Lewis, Deck

Henry Lewis, colored, one of the deck hands
of the steamer Wawasset, came up on the
steamer Georgiana this morning to Alexandria,
and took the first ferry boat to this city. He
states that two colored women, Mrs. Shankland,
biving on Capitol Hill, and Mrs. Mahala Fleet,
residing somewhere near the City Hall, came
up as faras Alexandria from Taylor's Landing,
and that each of them lost a child and were
bound up to try and recognize the bodies. The
ferry boat City of Washington arrived at 7:%0
o'clock from Alexandria, and brpught up Sasan
Parker, Mary Blackwell, and Hiram Black-
well, colored, who belong in Westmoreland
county, Va. They were on board the Wawas-
set, and all three were

BADLY BURNED,

Mary Blackwell was badly burned on the
neck and hands, which were covered with large
blisters; Susan Parker, hands badly burned;
and Hiram Blackwell, badly burned on arms
and hands, and elothing nearly burned off him.

STATEMENT OF MR. JOHN REED.

Mr. John%Reed, brother of Policeman Reed,
Also came up on this boat. He was on the
Wawaset, and got badly burned on the face and
head. He states that he was busy throwing
overboard some planks for the women to catch
hold of, when the flames burst up the gangway
and nearly smothered him, and he jumped
overboard and swam ashore. His clothing was
burnt, and he had a narrow escape with his life.
He also states that when the fire was discovered
the women and children were in the deck saloon,
and it was not above three minutes before all
communication was cut off between the bow
and stern of the boat. He states that there
were 117 registered passengers, besides 20 chil-
dren not registered and the officers and erew of
the boat, on board; and, in his opinion, not less
than 50 were lost. One body of & woman was
recovered after the National left last night,
and it is thought that most of the bodies will be
recovered during to-day.

Lieut. Gessford, with Sergeant Larrabee and
Officers King, Auldridge, Shea, Dodge and
fmoot, were in attendance this morning, and
assisted in the removal of the bodies and in
keeping order.

ALT7:40 the Georgeanna arrived at the mail-
boat wharf, bringing Captain Wood and Engi-
neer Nash, with some of the hands of the boat.

The Scenes at the Wharf,

The scenes at the Tth street whar! last night
as different persons arrived who had lost rela.
tivesand friends, were truly distressing. Among
the first to arrive was Officer Reed, of the Mea-
tropolitan police force, who had a wife, three
children, and & niece on board the Wawaset.
His agony, as he ran frantically around trying
to glean some ray of hope that some of his loved
ones were saved, was fearful to witness, See-
ing a group about Mr. McKinney, the bar-ten-
deron the Wawaset, who was giving particu-
lare of the tragedy, he inquired, in hosxrse
broken tones: “McKinney, for God's sake can
you not tell me something about my family?”
Mr. McKinney replied feelingly, * Would to
heaven 1 could give you some encouragement;
but it would be cruel to deceive you. Your
family were all lost.” Mr. Reed thereupon
broke into & wail of despair, wringing Lis hands
and showing such marks of hopeless agony as
to bring tears to every eye. It was indeed a
household wreck for Mr. Reed, who, at one fell
swoop, loses his wife, three children and niece.
The children were all under eight years of nge;
and the niece, Bettie Reed, was a beautiful
and amiable young lady, about eighteen years
of age.

ANOTHER DISTRESRING BCENE,
following upon Mr. Reed’s terrible display of
agony, was presented on the arrival of Mr.
William Muse (a neighbor of Mr. Reed’s), who
bad a wife and two children on the Wawaset.
His distress was shown in a somewhat quieter
form, but was almost more paintul to witness
from the couvulsive workings of his face in his
attempts to subdue violent expressions of grief,
and, from the silent tears running down his
face, and his almost inarticulate attempts to
framwe words of inquiry.

List of the Saved,

List of passengers saved, (white,) —McAsh-
ton, J. B. North, O, Eddy, J. H. Wise, A. Mel-
vin, Benjamin Bartlett, A. J. McGuiggan,
Thomas Massie, T a8 Owen, W. T. Emmer-
son, E. Nash, John Rud, G. Emerlvie. _

List of colored: K. D. Beckley, J. Tate, Wm.
Saunders, James Brooks, Henry Street, George
Parker, Samuel Blackwell, Charles Shankland.
John Hughes, John Scott, Thomas Coxton,
Lewis Scott, Robert Gaston, H. Taylor, Wm.
Herring, Moses Gordon, Ed. Hawkins, J. Chris-
topher, M. Walker, A. Btrout, J. H. Wood, boy,
Thomas Rich, H. Blackley, Wm. Johnson, Wm.
Brooks, Lewis Woodie, James Newman, Lind-
ley Jackson, Mrs. Ogleton Taylor, Laura Tay-
loa, Kate McPherson, Mrs. Price and child.
The above were all saved, and some of them
badly burned.

Susan Parker, May Blackwood, Eliza Mat.
thews, Laura Barnard, Julia Christopher,
Mary Campbell, Matilda Dunlop, Daftrey Win-
ters, Mary Norman, Julia Shankland, Clara
Jackson, Nancy Baylor, Sarah Payne, M, Ball,
were also saved and more or less burned.

The white ladies and children known to be
lost are Patsey Sands, Julia Kelly, Esther
Griffin and two childrén, Mrs. J. W. Reed and
three children, Miss E. Reed, Cordelia Hobbs,
and Miss Marbury.

George Tibbs, a colored deck hand was lost,
and Adeline Jenkins, the chamberma.

George W. Cook, grocer, on Tth street, be-
tween D) and E southwest, is thought to be lost,
with a little child; he was seen to jump over-
board with his child in his arms, and has not
been heard of. One of his sons, a boy about 10
years of age, wassaved. An old man named
Henry Hazen, about 70 years of age, was on
board, and is supposed to be lost.

Robert Nash, the engineer, came up this
morning; he was saved by his son, Samuel
Nash, a young man, who jumped overboard
and swam ashore with his father. The son was
assistant engineer on the Wawaset.

The captsin was the last person who left the
boat. He was on the bow,and did all-in his
power to render assistance to the panic-stricken
women. Finally the flames and smoke drove
him overboard, considerably burned about the
head and fiéé, and ho swam ashore.

An inquest was held by the authorities near

headed the steamer ashore. She was running
&t great speed, and all at once the engine sud-
denly stopped, from the shaft falling, and the
passengers were under the impression that she
had struck the land, and many jumped over-
board where the water was quite deep; the
stcamer was Bill  foating towaxds the

shore from the impetus gained, it was several
minutes before her bow struck the bottom.
During this time many of the women who had
Jumped overboard sank, aad were all lost
Everything movable about the decks was
thrown out to the women in the water, but
very few had presence of mind to avail them-
selves of these aids. Most of
THE LIFE PRESERVERS
were in the gangway, and could not be reached
by reason of the smoke and lames. The wife
of Mr.J. W. Reed, who was lost, was on the
bow deck, and could ho doub: have been saved,
but for her alarm and anxiety about her chil-
dren. It s believed that she jumped overboard
with them.
A YOUNG LADY BURNED TO DEATH.

Miss Cornelia Hobb, a beautiful young lady,
regiding on K, between 4th and 5th streets, was
under the protection «f Mr. MeGuigan, and he
went to her assistance; but before he could gat
her to the side of the boat her clothing took fre,
and he was forced to leave her. She perished
in the flames, and Mr. McGuigan swam ashore.
Doubtless numbers were drowned owing to their
frantic efforts to save themselves, as within a
few yards the water was shallow enongh to wade
in, and the clerk of the boat, Mr. Wheeler,
saved himself by wading.

MIS8 BETTIE REED,
the niece of Officer Reed, was a young lady
17 years of age, and worked at Lansburg’s. Bhe
was on her way to pay a visit to her relatives
in Westmoreland county. She is spoken of as
& most interesting and industrious young lady.
MRS, HESTER GRIFFIN,

(a daughter of Capt. Ragan, of South Washing-
ton,) now residing in Alexandria, was drowned,
as also her two children. Her body was brought
up, but the children are missing. The scene at
the identification of the remsains by the mother
was one which brought tears to many eyes.

Mrs. Taylor, a widow lady, with her child
with a small valise, jumped overboard, and was
seen to feach shore, swimming and floating al
ternately. The other child is believed to have
been lost.

Miss Marbury, of Glymont, who is among the
lost, is & connection of the Marburys, of (ieorge-
town, and the unfortunate young lady had many
friends in that place who will mourn her sadden
demise.

AN AFFECTHNG PUNERAL.

The funeral of the members of Mr. Joseph
W. Reed's family who were victims to the acai-
dent of the steamer Wawaset that have been
recovered will take place at the Mount Vernon
Place church at 4 o'clock p. m. Sunday, the
10th inst. Friends and relatives invited to at-
tend.

Search for the Rodies,

Capt. Gedney started down at 6 o'clock this
morning, on the tug ‘““Gedney,” with grappling
irons and all the necessary means to drag for
the bodies, and will geend up those which he is
fortunate enough to find on every passing
steamer bound up. His intention was to return
with the tug about 4 o’clock to-day.

LATER.

Statement of Capt. Woods,

A reporter of Tue STAr this morning called
on Capt. John R. Woods, commanding officer
of the burnt vessel. He is burned around the
neck and ears slightly, His account is substan-
tially as follows: The fire broke out at twenty-
five minutes past 12 o’'clock, between Thorn’s
gut and Chatterton. 1 was in the pilot-house
at the time. A fireman came in and told me
that the boat was on fire below. I immediately
came out, and found the flames reached
quite to the hurricane deck along the
walking beam. I then saw that it was
impossible to get to the life-boats, which were
on after-quarters on each, to lower them.
although they were full of passengers. I threw
water on the wheel ropes so as to keep her steer-
age all right, and passed buckets of water from
below te the hurricane deck for the purpose, as
I became satisfied there was no hope of saving
the vessel, and that the only chance to save the
passengers was to keep her going, she heading
for the beach. The boat reached the
beach in about twelve or thirteen
minutes after the alarm was given—in less than
five minutes after the alarm was given the fire
was in the rear of the pilot-house—the engine
refused to work about a half a minute before
she struck the shore, and the boat run a length
before she came to a dead stop, and grounded
in less than five feet of water from the bow. 1
remained on the hurricane deck until the flames
had burnt the window curtain in my room, and
the saloon windows, below, were shooting forth
fiery darts. I then came down omn the
forward deck and did what [ could to save
the passengers. A great many were afraid to
Jump overboard. 1 assured them they were
safe in jumping, as the water from the bow
was uot over their heads, and upon this assur-
ance one or-two made a leap, and many others
seeing that the water was shallow followed
their example, and were saved. It was with
difficulty I checked them jumping over in
large bodies, and drowning each other during
the excitement. I am satisfied that nearly all
lives lost were lost in the stern of
the boat, the flames driving that way, and
forcing the passengers to jump or be burnt,
Just before I left the boat I heard a lady (Mrs.
Taylor, of Alexandria) erying for help from the
rear of the vessel. 1 saw her hanging to the
middle chains, and sent & boat to her rescue
and saved her. I am satisfied the excitement
caused undue loss of life, and that every pas-
senger was saved who jumped overboard fur-
ward,. A great many lives were lost
on the life-boats by being overcrowded.
Before the boat stopped ome of them was
crowded with colored passongers, and when she
was cut loose the stern bulged out and swamped
the crait. About a dozen small children were
aboard, and I think five or six were lost. The
fire caught in the hold, but it is impossible to
tell just where. The boat was very dry,
almost like tinder, and the flames, when they
struck the oiled machinery, spread like a torch.
The cargo was of a miscellaneous nature, and
containing nothing inflamable except two bar-
rels of whisky, which were in the forward hold,
and were among the last things burmed. It
was entirely lost. The passenger list and man-
ifest of the vessel was lost, it being lmpossible
for the clerk to reach the office to obtain it. At
the time of the accident but few of the passen-
gers were asleép, and nome in the state-
rooms. Some were lying down on sofas. The

Kate McPherson and Miss Jennie Marbury.
The latter was lost and the former saved. One
colored man got on at Evansport and was lost.
Those landed were as follows:—One at Gly-
mont, two or three at Sandy Point, of whom he
thinks one was a colored woman and two chil.

many were wandering about the shore, and
some had started off through the country, so
that it is not possible to arrive at the correct
number lost at present, as it is believed that
many reported lost are among those namead.
Mr. Wheeler states that he was among tke last
to leave the boat. .

SBtatement of the Pilot,

A reporter of TAR STAR also called on John
W. L. Boswell, the pilot of the vessel. He is
burned about the arms and legs. Hisstatement
is as follows: I have beena pilot onthe Poto.
mac upwards of nine years. The fireman, at
20 minutes of 12, came to the wheel-house and
told me the boat was on fire. The captain was
standing outside of the pilot-house at the time.
I says, ““Captain, the best thing we can do is to
run her ashore the nearest place—Chatterton's
landing.” I headed her for the shore, and she
struck in five feet of water. 1 staid in the pilot
house until the wheel ropes broke in two and
the fire was cominginto the pllot-house. I then
jumped overboard and swam ashore with two
ladies, whom [ saved. I then brought out and
landed six or eight passengers. I made a second
trip with the boat, and took in three colored
women, with a child, who were hanging
to the rudder, and landed them safely.
I then swam out again and made two unsac-
cessful attempts to rescue Officer Reed’s
wife, but she twisted away from me in each
instance, I presume not knowing what she was
doing threugh excitement. When I came back
to the stern of the boat for the last time, three
chiliren—two white and one colored—were
tnere. 1 tried to get at them, but the flames
prevented me, and they were all burnt. Ithink
two of them were Mr. Keed’s children. I then
went astern, and balled out the life-boat, and
took nine dead bodies to Stewart’s wharf, four
white and five colored. 1 remained at Stew-
art’s wharf, and placed the bodies on the steam-
er National, which brought them to Washing-
ton. Icame up in the Georgeanna. I keptthe
deck hands pouring water on the wheel ropes
until the fire drove them off deck. The fire-
man told me the first place he saw the fire was
in the forward bow. I don't think any but Mr.
Reed 's cousin, Miss. Bettie Reed, were lost in
jumping off’ the bow of the boat. She jumped
before the boat struck, and was lost.

Statement of Robert Nash.

Am engineer of the boat, The first intima-
tion I had of the fire was from the fireman; he
said be had seen smoke but thought it cam:
from the cook-room; he subsequently discovered
the fire, and reported it. I tried to get in the
hold to discover the place burping, but the
smoke was 80 thick I could mot. 1then turned
inafire-extinguisher; I went on the forward deck
and used buckets of water. After I saw [ was
of no furtner service 1 jumped overboard, and
clung to a peach box until rescued by my son.
Many were saved by clinging to the peach
boxes which were thrown overboard. The ex-
citement was intense. Ithink thefire originated
in the back smoke-box from some unknown
cause. The fireman says he is certain it origi.
nated in the back smoke-box. When in the
water 1 saw a man and small child struggli ng.
I tried to save the child by placing It on the
peach box, but by some means both got away
from me, and it was the last 1 saw of them. |
presume both were drowned. The boats could
not be used because the fire broke out amid-
ships, and the flames prevented reaching them.
One of the boats was s0 crowded before belug
cut away that she broke upon striking the wa.
ter and swamped. I think many lives could
have been saved if the life-boat could have
been reached by the passengers after she was
finally thrown overboard.

Statement of Samuel A. Nash,

Am an apprentice engineer aboard the boat.
Abont half hour before the fire, was in the
pilot-house talking to the captain. A fireman
came up and stated the boat was on fire. It was
some time beture twelve o'clock. I ran down
below, and found I could not get to the engine-
room, because the smoke was in the gangway.
I went on the forward deck and commenced
throwing buckets of water on the fire; remained
there until it grew so hot that I couldn’t stand
on the deck, 8o I jumped overboard. 1 did not
swim ashore, but remained in the water to see
what I could do. Anold man jumped off about
the same time I did, and asked me to help him.
I got a peach box and gave it to him, and led
him to where his feet could touch bottom.
I then got & second peach box, and
went after my father, who was about
exhausted, and took him to a safe place,
where he e¢ould wade ashore. The pilot, Mr.
Boswell, and myself, then got a small boat to
pick up such passengers as we could. We res-
cued foar from the rudder,three colored women
and a colored child. I cannot give any idea as
to the origin of the fire. I den’tthink anybody
but Miss Reed and a man named Mr. Cook
were drowned who jnmped off the forward part
of the boat. The engine stopped just before
she struck, but was under fair head of steam.
The small boats were useless, because we were
getting ready to land pass:ngers and had the
little boat down at the side, with the block and
tackle attached. There w.re two small boats
aboard the Loat.

Statement of tho Steward,

Charles Tolson, steward o:'the Wawaset,states
that finding it getting too wot for him, he
climbed over the stern and shid down the rudder
shaft, catching Lold of the curve in the top
part, where he seated himself until the fire
burned him out, and he struck out the best he
could. Not knowing how to swim he went to
bottom and gave a kick towards shore; that he
sank twice, when some on2 in a boatcaught
hoid of him and pulled bim in. During the time
he was on the rudder some six women caught
hold of the chain, and were pulled off by others
trying to save themselves; that the screams and
cries were #0 pitiful. that it nearly made him
frantic, but he could do nothing. The coals
began to fall on his head, and the smoke and
flames forced him off, and when he got ashore
he was insensible for come time,

Statement of Mr. McKenny,

Mr. Peter McKenny, the bar keeper, states
as follows:—1 was in the bar, ana about 11:2%
o'clock heard the cry of ‘“fire;” rashed up on
deck and then to the hurricane deck, and saw
smoke and flames leaping from the engine room,
near the walking beam. The women were run-
ning back towards the stern, screaming and
shouting, but most of the passengers were cool,
a8 A180 the deck Lands. At this time the hose
had been put in service, and they did the bést
they could, and the fire extinguisher was also
turned om, but the flames were too fast, and
buckets were then taken, some of the passen-
working as well as the crew with the crew.
boat’s head was headed the shore as
as the alarm was sounded, and she was
her way
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Siatement of J. W. Reed,

Was & passenger on the boat. Get om in
Washington for Currioman. The fire, I think,
broke out about five or ten minutes before
twelve o'clock. After the excitement became
general | advised the passengers to keep cool,
as the boat I knew would ground in low
water. Many jumped overboard before
she struck, and I threw planks to them
I don’t think a single person was drowned off
the forward deck after the boat struck. Capt
Wood was the last man that left the boat. |
don’t think there was a live passenger atoat
when Capt. Wood left the boat. I don't think
anything was left undone by the officers to save
lives and the boat. [ told many of the
passengers, “ For God's sake. don't jump
overboard; we wiill be aground in low
water soon, and you can wade ashore.” They
would not beed me, but jumped excitedly into
the water. I had a cousin who jumped over-
board before to boat stopped, who was lost. 1
we could have got all the planks overbosrd
many would have been saved. The shrieks of
the women and children were enough to appal
the stoutest heart-

The Wawaset
is & total wreck. Ske lies in about 12 feet of
water at high tide, with her bow stack fast on
the gravel bottom, at about four or five fect low
tide. The Wawaset was 129 feet long, 9 feet
wide, 9 feet depth of hold, and was 323.90 tons,
custom-house measurement. She was fitted up
to fuit both freight and passengers. She was
built in 1863 at Wilmington, Del., for the pgr-
pose of running fruit from Duck creck and
Smyrna to Philadelphis, but was chartered by
the government and brought to this river
to be used as a transport for troops.

The ferry company purchased her from the
government, and she had been used on the line
between this city and Cone river for freight and
passengers. Last spring she was completely
overhauled on the ways at Baltimore, a saloon
cabin put on her upper deek afl, new Ffurnished
and newly upholstered and painted thronghout,
making her one of the most convenient as well
as stauch boats on the river. Captain Wood is
an experienced seaman, and the full corpsof
officers and men are old and careful hands at
steamboating.

No one can give any information as to how
the fire originated, but all agree that it started
in the boiler room below about her machinery,
and that in two or three minutes all about mii-
ships was on fire,the flames bursting up throngh
the decks and gangway, thus cutting ofl’ all
communication, butween the stern and aft
parts of the boat. In less than twenty-five min-
uteg trom the time the fire broke out the steam-
er was destroyed. As the windows and doors
were all open the draft was intense, and the
doomed boat was soon & sheet of flames,

THE LIST OF THE OFPFICERS

of the boat is as follows: John R. Wool, cap-
taln; Robert Nash, engineer; J. W. Wheeler,
clerk; Robert Gravett, mate; John W. Boswell,
pilot; and Samuel Nash, 24 engineer. There
were also four deck hands, two tiremen, one
steward, one cook and the chambermaid. One
of the deck handes and the chambermaid of the
number mentioned were lost.

Mr.Samuel Nash, assistant engineer, swam
ashore with an old man before he returned and
saved his fatner. He does not know the name
of the old gentieman, but describes him as short
and stout.

Mr. Robert Nash, the chief engineer, states
that the scene of terrdr among the women and
children exceeds anything he ever witnessed in
his experience of thirty years steamboat engi-
neering; that the situation was such that it was
utterly impossible to do anything to save them
wore than was done; that tne fear of the women
of the fire caused them to jump pell-mell into
the water. He thinks severs! of the children
were burned to death.

THE INSURANCE ON THE WAWASET
amounts to 225,000, distributed as tollows: —In-
surance company of North Ameriga, Philadel-
phia, €2 500; Phoenix, of Hartford, £5,000; Vir-
ginia Fire and Marine Insurance company, of
Richmond, 32,500; JEtna, of Hartford, &5,000;
Atlautic, of New York, €5,000; Potomac, of
Georgetown, £5,000,

Scemes at the Wharf To-day.

By early morn the news of the terribje disas-
ter had received general publicity, and, either
to gratify cm losity or to receive intelligence of
friends krow: to be on board, thousands flocked
to the whar!. The stern-wheel steamer Na-
tional, a dilapidated craft, which had brsught
the bodies of the dead to the city, was the object
of general ob: ervation. Groups collected here
and there dis ussing the probable cause of the
fire and the fi.tal resnlts arising from it. The
early boats 1rom Alexandria brought up hun-
dreds each trip to augment the already ex-
pectant and excited multitude. Women,
and men, w:'ked to and fro with & distract-
ed look, awal ing anxiously the arrival of some
further detai's from the holocaust. Toward
eight o’clock the crowd became so great as to
render it necossary to close the large gates of
the wagon entrance to the Alexandria boats,
and withont stood a packed assgmbly of men,
women, and childrem, waiting, aye, many wait-
ing for tiding= which would pierce ®he heart

THE DEAD BODIES,

The bodies of the dead were placed in & small
wooden house 6m the company's wharf, on a
wide wooden platform. Cold in death, st &
o'clock this morning, lay six bodies, four hav-
ing been previously removed. The most tonch.
ing appeal to the sympathetic was perhaps the
body of a little girl not over two years of age,
who lay in the center. Around its mouth play-
ed a smile, and the features were most perfect
in compose. A wet sheet coversd the bodies,
and as they lay motionless awalting 1dentifica~
tion, it reminded one of the morgue of those
cities whose daily calamities require such & de-
pository. Two policemen guarded the door,
butadmitted all to view the remains who had
reason to beliove they had relatives or friends
on the ill-fated boat. Almost every moment
women passed in, and raised slowly the sheets
which concealed from public gaze the distorted

they had reason to hope for the safety of those
dear ones in whom they were most Interestad.

I'r Hartigan arrived at the
o'clock with the view of holding an inquest,
Lut as the disaster took place outside of the ju-
risdiction of the District, has not yet

mined what to de. In the meantime he wil
issue certificates of burial to the friends of

decrnsed and hold the imvestigation afper-
wards

-

A Mission of Merey,

Captain Hellingshead, of the steamer Arrow,
would bave dispatehed bis boat early this morn-
ing to the scone of the tervibie disaster, had it
not been that he had engaged the boat w0 oon-
vey the soldiers and satlors orphan children on
& free excursion to Mount Vernon, He, how-
ever, got the Chariotte Vanderbilt in ol pess
and left for the scene of the disaster about (12
o'clock to-day to render any aid in his power 1o
Futferers and bring up both the dead and living
who may be faund in the vicinity; also to take
down persons who desire to look for the bodies
of their deceased friends, and care for them.
He will return about € or 7 o'clock this evening.

An Artist on Hand.

An artist of the New York Graphic arrived at
the wharf, in company with Col. Hinton, the
correspondent, and sketched the soeneof the
bodies at the Tth street whart. He left on the
Vanderbilt to takesketehes of the soe ne of the
disaster and the wreck.

A Houschold Wreck.

The crushing blow that wiped nearly a whole
family out of existence in the case of OMoer
Reed, of the Metropolitan Police, appears to
have beem even more sweeping in its efeots
than first reported.  Mr. Reed not only loses his
wife, three children and nicce, Beltie Reed,
but also an aunt, Miss Jalia Kelley, whose
name appears clsewhere among the victime
The Mrs. Reed who perished on the Wawaset
was his second wite, to whom he had beon mar-
ried only about & year, and who st the time of
ker death was near confinement.

An Afecting Incident,

Among the victims was Mr. George Cook.

grocer, Tth street southwest, be

en Dand E.
He had two little children with 1, and while
he was struggling in the water king a tight
tor life, he was seen holding bis - ungest child
to the surface orying “Oh my * 71, save my
baby ! It was supposed that t - older child

had already peri hed. There was + report that
Mr. Cook was subsequently soen wlive on the
shore, but there has been nothin: recelved to
confirm the rumor, and it is proLable that he
and bis two children all perished.

A Sad Death.

The Miss Marbury who was lost was a dangh-
ter of Capt. Leomard Marbury, of Glymont,
Md., and was also a relative of the Georgetown
Marburys, Sbe held a clerkship in the Treas-
ury Department, and is described as a young
lady of many attractions and accomplishments.
Why so many Women and Children

were Lost

It may seem strange that so many women and
children were apon the Wawasel, as she was
not runuing as an excursion boat and was mak-
ing only her regular trip to Cone river and in-
termediate landings; but {1 seems that quite a
number of families were seeking country re-
sorts for the beated and sickly term during the
present mouth.  There were thorefore compara
tively few male passengers on board, and the
females, without experience to gurle them, and
not knowing what to do in the emergency, were
capable of little more than trantic hut useless
efforts to save the lives of their children,

Arrival of the Keyport,

The c¢xcitement, which had nearly guieted
down in the vicinity of the wharf, became
aroused about haif-past twelve o'clock, when
the United States mail stcamer Keyport was
seen off Alexandria. Qnuite & crowd gathered
on the whart of the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac rallroad company, and in order
to keep back the surging multitude the gates
had to be closed and guarded with policemen.
Expectation, which ran high, was quieted upon
her arrival and the fact being known that
she brought no additional tidings from the
scene of the disaster.

Why the Boails were Useless.

The life-boat, which was in the stern of the
Wawaset, as soon as the fire gained headway,
was crowded by excited men, women and chil
dren. It was impossible tor the officers of the
veesel to reach it and jower the same to the
water's edge. It finally broke under the weight
of those in it, and bulged in the stern, and was
swamped. Nearly all who had taken refuge in
it were lost. There was & second bost
almwost as large as the life-boat, which was
'hrown overboard by the passengers while the
steamer was under headway, and only a few
were able (o reach it. Some of the passengers
Jumped from the steamer into it, while others
who were in the water were drawn in by those
already within it. Inan sttempt to jump into
itone passenger wasstruck by the wheel and
sustained slight in juries

The Origin of the Fire,

This seems to be a question of doubt. The
Captain thinks it origiuated In the forward end
of the bow, but his opinion conflicts with the
statement of others. He thinks sparks from
the smoke-box were blown into the held, and
coming in contact with the dry wood easily ig-
nited into fames fand the boat being almost as
dry asa tinder was soon ignited. Taking all
the statements published, it is generally con-
ceded the fire broke out in the hold amidships,
and spread,with alarming rapudity. From the
time of the discovery of the fire, the boat was
burnt to the main deck and water's edge within
less than twenty minutes—indaed, as the engi.
neer told a reporter of THE STAR, ““in less time
than 1 can Rive you my statement.”

Anxions Eaguirers.

The steamer Keyport. Captain Carter, ar-
rived here about 1230 from Fredericksbarg,
and Captain Carter states that he tendered to
Mr. Howison, president of the Potomac Ferry
company, who came up with ulm rrom Freder-
icksburg to Alexandria the use of one of his
boats belongsng to the lower Potomac steam-
boat company, to render any assistance in his
power to the friends of the deceased persons,
but that Captain Howison did not think it
necessary o send another boat down, as Cap-
tain Gedney was at the scene of the disaster,
and would attend to all that was necessary
As President Howison knew but very little ot
the extent of the disaster and only what was
teld him by the passengers on the Keyport,
congiderable dissatisfaction was minifest +1 by
those who were anxious to hasten dawn to hunt
for their friends. Captain Hollingshead, who
had generously tendered his services to pilot the
Vanderbilt down, of course then declined to
go with her. Mr. Howison had not arrived in
this city at 2 o’clock, but Captain Carter, of the
Keyport, decided to keep up her fires until his
arrival, which is anxiously looked for by many
distressed relatives of passengers on the Wa-
WASPL.

Heedlessness of the Passengers.

The excitement which existed can be judged




